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OFA works on a number of different projects involving 
water management across the province focused on 
phosphorus reduction and water quality in the 
Great Lakes. 

Thames River 
Lake Erie provides an important source of water for 
drinking, crop irrigation, fishing and tourism. The 
Thames River Phosphorus Reduction Collaborative is 
developing and testing practical technologies to help 
farmers and municipalities reduce phosphorus runoff 
from their fields, and in turn help prevent toxic algal 
blooms in the western basin of Lake Erie.
 OFA and the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities 
Initiative administer the project with provincial and 
federal funding support. In 2019, several demonstration 
sites for this project got up and running in the Chatham, 
Oxford and London areas. 
 To demonstrate the important work of this project to 
all stakeholders, a group of more than 50 representatives 
from government, environmental groups, First Nations, 
farm groups, conservation authorities, and university staff 
and students toured some of the sites in June 2019. 
 The winter months will be the first full test of most of 
the technologies as phosphorus runoff occurs mainly in 
the winter and during large rain events. 
 OFA continues to monitor our test sites and report 
on how well the technologies are performing, and 
the success of intercepting and removing phosphorus 
from field runoff. We will be conducting another 
demonstration site tour this summer and commit to 
publicizing our results.
 For more information, visit thamesriverprc.com.

Great Lakes
The provincial government continues to work on how 
to collaborate and coordinate the implementation of 
the Lake Erie Action Plan. OFA is encouraged that a 
renewed Great Lakes water quality initiative could have 
a positive impact on the long-term sustainability of our 
water resources. 
 In September 2019, OFA responded to the proposed 
new Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water 
Quality and Ecosystem Health – an agreement that includes 
agriculture as part of the Great Lakes community. OFA used 
its submission to draw attention to areas of the agreement 
that must have direct input from the agricultural community 
for this to be a meaningful project. Highlights from OFA’s 
submission included:
 • Agriculture has a proud history of participation in  
  sustainable practices that decrease nutrient loss,  
  and are pleased that agriculture has been specifically 
  included as part of the Great Lakes community.
 • Governments must provide resources to implement  
  on-the-ground projects to improve water quality.
 • The agricultural community must be involved in  any  
  discussions related to managing agricultural drainage.
 We are expecting this agreement – designed to 
support the restoration and protection of the Great Lakes 
basin ecosystem – to be finalized in 2020. And OFA is 
urging the government to continue the dialogue with 
the agricultural community as more details arise around 
the Canada-Ontario Agreement related to Great Lakes 
water quality.
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